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State  Council  of  Defense 
(Pa.) 

Civil  Air  Raid  Warning 
Service  Notes   

Ralph  E,  Flinn 
Chief  Air  Raid  Warden 

CIVIL  AIR  Ri'lTD  WmW.Cr  SERVICE  UOTES 

HvTTRODUCTION 

These  notes  describe  in  a  general  way  the  Civil  Air  Raid  Warning 
System  as  set  up  by  the  Army  and  the  functions  of  the  Civil  Authorities  in  the 
various  counties  in  the  Eastern  half  of  the  State, 

The  iirmy  is  establishing  an  interlocking  network  of  Filter  Centers 
in  the  Atlantic  Coast  States  to  which  information  will  be  sent  concerning  all 
enemy  plane  movements.     In  Pennsylvania  those  Centers  will  bo  located  at  Phila- 
delphia, Harrisburg  and  Scranton,    Air  raid  warnings  will  then  be  transmitted 
from  these  Filter  Centers  to  Civil  Air  Raid  Control  Centers  established  by  County 
Councils  of  Defense  in  the  surrounding  Counties,     The  Chief  Air  Raid  Warden  of 
the  Councy  Comcil  of  Defense  vjill  issue  warnings  and  direct  other  activities 
for  Air  Raid  Defense  in  his  County,  and  possibly  in  a  few  points  in  adjoining 
Coimties, 

EQUIHCSNT^  SUPPLIED  BY  THE  ARM! 


MMONWEALTH  OF  PEIWSYLVANIA 

STATE  COmCIL  OF  DEFENSE 
EL\RRISBURG,  FEmiSTLVMlA 


For  the  purpose  of  these  notes  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  give 
a  detailed  description  of  the  various  equipment  and  set-up  used  by  the  xlrmy  in 
this  Air  Raid  Defense  service.  However,  in  each  County  Control  Center  will  be 
located 'a  key  telephone  with  4  keys  in  the  base  colored  yellow,  blue,  red,  and 
white.  These  keys  are  associated  vath  4  lamps  of  the  same  colors  to  go  with  a 
common  audible  signal. 

Warnings  transmitted  by  the  Array  at  the  Filter  Center  will  ter- 
minate in  this  instrument.    Tliose  warnings  vjill  then  be  transmitted  by  the  Chief 
Air  Raid  Warden  or  his  Assistant  Wardens, 

AIR  RAID  MESSAGES 

Messages  as  described  in  the  previous  paragraph  are  of  4  different 
types  depending  upon  the  type  of  action  required.    Each  of  these  messages  has  a 
distinctive  color  which  briefly  defines  the  message  and  facilitates  its  trans- 
mission.   These  messages  are  as  follows: 


YELLOW 

The  Yello\'>J  message  is  a  prelim.inary  caution 
sent  to  a  district  control  center  as  soon  as  there  is  any 
possibility  of  a  raid  in  that  district.    This  preliminary 
caution  is  a  confidential  message  sent  to  a  limited  number 
of  recipients  who  quickly  take  preparatory  stops  to  act  in- 
stantly upon  receipt  of  a  more  serious  warning.  Example: 

(a)  Tlie  Chief  Air  Raid  Vifarden  of  the  County  may 
want  to  advise  large  manufacturing  plants  where  time  is  re- 
quired to  stop  machinery  and  manufacturing  processes, 

(b)  Hospitals  or  other  organizations  where  First 
Aid  oquads.  Rescue  Squads,  and  others  may  be  amply  prepared, 

(c)  Fire  and  Police  Departments, 

(d)  Other  persons  or  institutions  where  preliminary 
steps  should  be  taken  to  insure  the  proper  handling  at  the 
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sent  out  by  the  Filter  Center  at  the  approxiraate  tine  the 
objective  of  the  raiders  is  determined.     This  is  also  a  con- 
fidential message.    At  night  it  is  a  "light's  warning"  for 
railroads  and  essential  industries  and  a  vrarning  to  highway 
traffic  to  dim  lights  or  put  out  lights  in  accord-ance  with 
prearranged  plans  for  a  black-out, 

RED 

The  Red  message  is  an  action  warning  sent  when  the 
possibility  of  a  raid  is  imminent.    After  this  v;arning  is  re- 
ceived at  the  control  centers  it  is  immediately  relayed  to 
the  public  by  audible  warning  signals  such  as  sirens,  and 
signal  whistles,    Tliis  message  is  also  transmitted  by  telephone 
to  manufacturing  plants  and  other  places  where  the  noises  and 
such  prevent  public  warning  signals  from  being  heard. 

miTE 

This  message  is  the  All-Clear  signal  sent  after  the 
raiders  have  passed  from  the  county  and  all  danger  of  a  raid 
for  the  time  being  is  over.    This  message  is  sent  to  recipients 
of  all  other  messages  if  they  have  received  a  previous  warning, 

AIR  RAIDJVARNING  DISTRICTS 


The  Eastern  part  of  the  State  has  been  divided  into  three 
Filter  Centers,  each  of  v;hich  has  been  sub-divided  into  County  Control  Center 
ThG  boundaries  of  each  County  Control  Center  generally  follow  the  County  line 
However,  these  linos  may  be  broken  due  to  communication  facilities  which  will 
be  used  in  the  transmittal  of  warnings.    Certain  towns  within  the  county, 
served  by  the  County  Air  Raid  Control  Center,  where  vjarnings  are  required, 
will  bo  knotvn  as  Sub-District  Control  Centers. 


AIR  Ri\ID  WARNING  LISTS 


The  persons  or  places  receiving  the  Air  Raid  Warning  rxcssages 
from  the  County  Control  Centers  are  recorded  on  lists  known  as  Warning  Lists. 
These  lists  are  compiled  by  the  County  Chief  Air  Raid  Warden.     Further  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  with  the  Chief  Air  Raid  Wardens  as  to  the  Pxethods  to  be  used 
for  communication  v;ith  the  persons  on  these  lists,    /irrangement s  will  also  be 
made  for  notifying  sub-district  centers  within  the  county  so  that  warnings  re- 
ceived in  any  County  Control  Center  may  be  further  transmitted  to  sub-districts 
with  the  least  possible  delay, 

EQUIPmiT  FLTOISHED  BY  THE  COUNTY 

Certain  equipm.ent  will  be  furnished  by  the  county  in  order  to 
transmit  messages  to  places  and  persons  on  the  Warning  Lists.    Two  types  of 
equipment  v/ill  bo  necessary: 

(a)  For  the  transmission  of  warnings  to  the  sub-districts. 
A  direct  line  to  the  telephone  com.pany's  toll  switch- 
board, 

(b)  For  the  transmission  of  warnings  to  the  territory  local 
to  the  County  Control  Center,  telephone  facilities  for 
reaching  the  persons  on  the  Warning  List  either  directly 
or  through  the  Telephone  Company's  Local  Exchange. 

OTEiER  SERVICES 


The  transmission  of  Air  Raid  Warnings  is  only  one  of  many 
functions  required  of  the  County  and  Local  Councils  of  Defense.     Some  of  the 
other  functions  aro  as  follows: 


1.  First  Aid 

2.  Rescue  Work 

3.  Removal  of  Debris 


4.  Control  of  street  lighting 

5.  Highway  Clearance 

6.  Control  of  Fire  Fighting  Apparatus 
 which  under  actual  war  conditions 


CONCLUSION 


V/hile  these  notes  are  brief  and  make  no  attempt  to  explain 
the  method  of  application  of  various  equipment  involving  further  trans- 
mssion  of  Air  Raid  Earnings,  complete  information  and  instructions  v;ill 
be  provided  by  the  Chief  Air  Raid  Warden  for  the  State  to  the  Coun'oy  Chief 
Air  Raid  VJardens, 
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